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In early November 2023, our AS associate editor, Professor Wei o T NI
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Hang, received an email from an American colleague alerting him

to a potential hijacking of the journal Afomic Spectroscopy (AS). étoi nggt 0 ™ ® g

This colleague informed him about the existence of a cloned ® o
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journal website. By mid-November, our editor-in-chief, Professor Gy i Soewi (eaiives (oflsvsiass Buies w00 Eramin Grtily elksios
Xianhua Li, received a peculiar letter from a researcher inquiring
about the publication date of his accepted article, which as

At§mic
pectroscopy

accompanied by a fake acceptance letter. Starting in late
November 2023, the AS editorial office received numerous
inquiries regarding payment for the authors’ accepted manuscripts. e .
2023 SCIIF: 3.4 (JCR, Q1) T — o
This alarming situation drew the attention of AS editorial team. ) ) )
. .. . . . Fig. 1 The authentic AS official website.

Upon investigation, we discovered a clone journal website
(https://atomicspectroscoopyjournal.com)  that  completely G b (P e T
mimicked our official AS website. The scammers paid meticulous e Onped (e T (e O mepin-2. D msme Exero > |

ATOMIC SPECTROSCOPY-PART C Register  Login

attention to detail, replicating not only the journal’s title but also

its impact factors, addresses, name of editors and editorial board
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members, and international standard serial numbers (ISSN) — the

Spectroscopy

CURRENT ISSUE

unique codes used to identify journals. The only difference is the
submission email address. In reality, the authentic official website .
of AS is https://www.at-spectrosc.com (Fig. 1). e
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Addressing the fake journal website has posed a significant rtices —
challenge for the AS editorial team. Editors Professor Wei Hang, o 1 R S e e el Ao on e Ara pemosrene
Professor Wei Guo, and Dr. Dongdong Song have attempted to Crmm———"
resolve this issue by sending an Infringement Warning Letter and Fig. 2 The cloned journal website.

a Lawyer's Letter to the fake website and by contacting the
network administration in the country where the website is hosted
(India). To date, these efforts have been unsuccessful. The publishing fees.” Scammers had cloned websites of two European
scammers only removed some information from the cloned scientific journals, deceiving hundreds of researchers into paying
website, such as the journal's submissions scope and the names of author fees. ! It is important to note that the authentic AS is a non-
editors and the editorial board members. Unfortunately, the fake profit platform, and authors are not required to pay any Article

website is still operational, and the cloned journal title has been Processing Charges (APC).

replaced by “diomic Speciroscopy-Part C” (Fig. 2). In December 2023, Science reported that the leading scholarly

As early as 2013, Declan Butler exposed this fraudulent database Scopus listed hundreds of papers from ‘hijacked’
phenomenon in the renowned journal Nature,' stating “Con artists journals.? Dr. Jeffrey Brainard revealed that the database listed 67
are stealing the identities of real journals to cheat scientists out of hijacked journals—legitimate publications taken over by unscrupulous
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The Retraction Watch Hijacked
Journal Checker

Welcome to the Retraction Watch Hijacked Journal Checker

Hijacked journals mimic legitimate journals by adopting their titles,
ISSNs, and other metadata. Usually, hijacked journals mirror legitimate
journals without permission from the original journal; at rare times,
however, publishers will buy rights to a legitimate journal but continue
the publication under considerably less stringent publishing protocols
and without clearly noting to the reader the change in ownership or
publication standards (sometimes known as “cloned” journals). Scholars
can be duped into publishing in hijacked journals - many of which re-
quire fees - by offers of fast publication and indexing in databases such
as Scopus; being indexed in such databases is viewed by many universi-
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Fig. 3 Retraction Watch Hijacked Journal Checker.
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Fig. 4 Hijacked journal list (updated on December 05,2024).

operators to make an illicit profit by charging authors up to $1000
per paper. Fortunately, we did not find any articles other than
those we had published included in the Scopus database.
However, we discovered a link to the cloned journal website on
Scopus's webpage and immediately requested the database
administrator to remove the cloned URL.

Effectively identifying the hijacked journal or clone journal
websites is also a challenge for scientists. By June 2022, Holly
Else introduced a tool to help scientists to check whether a journal
website has been cloned before submitting their manuscript.’ Anna
Abalkina, an economics researcher at the Free University of Berlin,
has been tracking down hijacked journals for the past six years. In
partnership with Retraction Watch, she created the Retraction
Watch Hijacked Checker
(https://retractionwatch.com/the-retraction-watch-hijacked-
journal-checker/), which now documents more than 320 cases and
continues to grow. * The AS editors are grateful to Anna Abalkina
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for providing this tool, which can help to prevent researchers from
being fooled by fake journal websites.

The AS editorial team is strengthening the security of the journal
website by establishing a search page with an official logo. We
have hired a Legal Assistant Editor in AS editorial team, Dr.
Dongdong Song, to handle similar fraudulent legal disputes. As
recently reported by Jackson Ryan in Nature,’ this is a persistent
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and covert battle affecting publishers and scientists (authors) alike.
Journal hijacking can damage reputations and steal article-
processing fees. The cloned journal (Atomic Spectroscopy-Part C)
the fake
(https://atomicspectroscoopyjournal.com) have seriously harmed

and journal website
the reputation of our AS journal. We strongly urge our colleagues
(editorial board members, authors, reviewers, and readers) in
atomic spectroscopy field worldwide to fight against these
fraudulent practices and help maintain the integrity of our
academic community. We also encourage that researchers to use
authentic journal identification tools, such as the Retraction Watch

Hijacked Journal Checker, to accurately identify target journals.

Please only visit and submit your manuscripts through the AS
office website (https://www.at-spectrosc.com). Our unique official
contact email address is: office@at-spectrosc.com.
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